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NIH: Steward of Medical and Behavioral Research

“Science in pursuit of fundamental knowledge 
about the nature and behavior of living systems

and the application of that knowledge to extend 
healthy life and reduce illness and disability.”



NIH Budget by Institute and Center – FY 2024
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NIH Labor/HHS Budget Authority
FY2024 = $47.356 billion



Why pursue global health research?

 Unique populations
 Disease presentations
 Genetics

 Unusual exposures, environment
 Infections, diet, cultural context

 Unique interventions
 Frugal/novel technologies, mobile health

 Insights & expertise of a diverse set of investigators
 Large, potentially treatment-naïve, patient populations
 Alternative health systems
 Increased early-career interest in global health 

New tools needed to reach global health goals! Image by DALL-E



Fogarty trainees study Colombian family for clues to 
prevent Alzheimer’s Disease

• Largest known family with an inherited, 
early-onset form of Alzheimer’s Disease 

• Biomarkers identified and multiple 
prevention trials ongoing with U.S.-based 
and other companies’ drugs

• "There's no doubt in my mind the clinical 
trial wouldn’t have happened if it weren’t 
for Fogarty getting in there and building 
capacity” - Dr. Kenneth Kosik, Principal 
Investigator, UCSB

https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/Publications/Pages/fogarty-
trainees-study-colombian-family-prevent-alzheimers.aspx

https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/Publications/Pages/fogarty-trainees-study-colombian-family-prevent-alzheimers.aspx
https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/Publications/Pages/fogarty-trainees-study-colombian-family-prevent-alzheimers.aspx


• 35% of all NIH-funded publications in 2017 had a non-U.S.-affiliated co-author
• Those with both U.S.- and non-U.S.-affiliated coauthors had greatest mean citation impact score



   

An atlas of health research investments
 Launched by HIROs in 2013, hosted by NIH
 1M+ grant records from 16 funding agencies, and 

growing
 Maps direct awards and collaborating research 

networks

Supports multiple use cases:
 Funders: identify opportunities for strategic 

cooperation
 Researchers: identify collaborators and targeted 

funding opportunities
 Development agencies, foreign ministries, civil society: 

contextualize research and research capacity

worldreport.nih.gov



Number of foreign NIH-funded direct awards + collaborations in 
World RePORT by country in countries with 100+ Records – FY2023

89% of all (21,279) records 
are in these 42 countries
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Number of foreign NIH-funded direct awards + collaborations 
in World RePORT by NIH ICO – FY2023

Every grant-making NIH Institute and Center 
supports global health research
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Rhode Island Congressman John E. Fogarty

“… a man who, for more than a 
quarter of a century, worked
tirelessly for a healthy America, 
in a healthier world.”

Congressman Melvin Laird  (R-WI) 1967

The Fogarty Mission

• To support & advance the NIH mission thru global 
partnerships

• To address global health challenges through innovative & 
collaborative programs for research & training

 
“Science for Global Health”



Building a robust global health research workforce

Developing leaders in the field requires: 
• Well-trained individuals
• Protected time to conduct research in LMICs
• Strong mentorship from US investigators with 

experience working in LMIC settings AND from 
LMIC investigators



Building sustainable global health 
research capacity at home and abroad

 7,000+ scientists worldwide have received 
significant research training
 Support for 500+ research and training projects, 

involving collaborations with 100+ academic 
institutions
 Multidisciplinary programs focus on:
 Infectious diseases, One Health
 Chronic conditions
 Informatics, mHealth, bioethics
 Implementation science
 Brain disorders, mental health
 Tobacco cessation 
 Climate change, environmental health



Select *Individual Training* Opportunities from Fogarty 
International Center, NIH

 Global Health Fellows and Scholars (LAUNCH) – 
students and postdoctoral fellows from U.S. or 
LMICs apply to  university consortia (7) for LMIC 
placement for 12 months

 International Research Scientist Development 
Award – up to 5 years mentored support for 
postdoctoral U.S. research scientists (K01)

 Emerging Global Leader Award – up to 5 years 
mentored support and protected research time 
for postdoctoral LMIC research scientists (K43)

https://www.fic.nih.gov/Programs/Pages/default.aspx

Fogarty Director
Kathleen M. Neuzil, MD, MPH

https://www.fic.nih.gov/Programs/Pages/scholars-fellows-global-health.aspx
https://www.fic.nih.gov/Programs/Pages/research-scientists.aspx
https://www.fic.nih.gov/Programs/Pages/research-scientists.aspx
https://www.fic.nih.gov/Programs/Pages/emerging-global-leader.aspx


Investigator Spotlight – Gerald Bloomfield, MD, MPH

• Fogarty Fellow: 2009-2010
• U.S. institution: Duke University, Brown University
• Foreign institution: Moi Teaching Hospital, Eldoret, Kenya
• Research topic: Cross-section between HIV and heart disease

• Fogarty IRSDA (K01): 2011-15
• U.S. institution: Duke University
• Foreign institution: Moi Teaching Hospital, Eldoret, Kenya
• Research topic: Risk factors for atherosclerosis among 

patients with heart failure in Kenya

• Current affiliation: Associate professor, Duke Univ School of 
Medicine; associate research professor, Duke Global Health 
Institute

https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/GlobalHealthMatters/Pages/finding-causes-heart-failure-western-kenya-gerald-bloomfield.aspx



Investigator Spotlight – Dr. Sikhulile Moyo 

• Fogarty Fellow: 2017-2018
 Local organization: Stellenbosch University 
 U.S. organization: Harvard T.H. Chan School of 

Public Health
 Research focus: Evolutionary trends and dynamics 

of HIV-1C in Botswana
• Emerging Global Leader (K43): 2022-27
 Research focus: Viral diversity an innovative 

biomarker for refining estimates of HIV incidence

• First to sequence and report Omicron variant 
of SARS-CoV-2

https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/GlobalHealthMatters/january-february-2022/Pages/fogarty-fellow-recognized-omicron-discovery.aspx 

https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/GlobalHealthMatters/january-february-2022/Pages/fogarty-fellow-recognized-omicron-discovery.aspx


• “COVID-19 has provided a strong example of the importance of health research 
capacity as an essential element of pandemic preparedness. Building research 
capacity must become a higher priority to achieve our shared global health goals 
while increasing resilience to address future health threats.”

• “COVID-19 is recalibrating perspectives of levels of expertise among higher- and 
lower-income countries. A new sense of humility and equity will be critical to 
understand all of the lessons to be learned and improve global health following 
COVID-19.“

PLOS Special Collection: How will COVID-19 transform global health post-pandemic? Reid M, 
Abdool-Karim Q, Geng E, Goosby E (2021) PLOS Medicine 18(3): e1003564.

https://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003753 

     

https://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1003753


Challenges and Opportunities in Global Health Research
(Kilmarx PH, Glass RI. PLoS Med 2021)

• Unprecedented global research response to COVID-19: home rapid self-tests, 
improved survival, and vaccines; with an unfinished agenda (e.g., long COVID)*

• Priority areas for future research:
 Largest  DALYs, 1990-2019, in NCDs (heart disease, diabetes, stroke, kidney 

disease, cancer). Overlapping risk factors (hypertension, fasting plasma glucose, 
body mass index, tobacco use, air pollution).** 

 One Health – interconnections between humans, animals, plants, and the 
environment, transdisciplinary approach: zoonotic and vector-borne diseases, 
antimicrobial resistance, food safety, environmental contamination

 Planetary Health – health impacts: climate change, declining biodiversity, increasing 
pollution, shortages of fresh water, land, and ocean resources  

 Implementation Research – promoting uptake of evidence-based interventions and 
policies into routine health care and public health settings

*NIH-Wide Strategic Plan for COVID-19 Research  **Global Burden of Disease Lancet 2020

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31027-8/fulltext
https://islandpress.org/books/planetary-health
https://globalheartjournal.com/articles/abstract/10.1016/j.gheart.2018.05.001/
https://covid19.nih.gov/nih-strategic-response-covid-19
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30752-2/fulltext


NIH-Wide Working Group on Promoting Equity in Global 
Health Research

• 8 NIH ICs: FIC, NIAID, NIMH, NINDS, NICHD, NCI, NIEHS, NHLBI

• 186 responses to Request for Information, both HIC and LMIC

• Key Themes:
 Inequity in research partnerships
 Funding limitation and structures
 Scientific and administrative capacity
 Research priority setting
 Data access and ownership
 Representation in peer review

• RFI responses and proposed strategies being reviewed by the NIH 
Working Group to inform next steps and action items

June 22, 2023



Title
Fogarty International Center

• SSA-affiliated first authors increased from 
53 (47%) in 2008 to 224 (63%) in 2020 

• SSA-affiliated last authors increased from 
32 (28%) to 166 (47%) 

• Median RCR value of publications with 
SSA-affiliated authors lower than for US-
affiliated authors

• Possible increasing equity in research 
activities funded by FIC, but additional 
investigation and actions needed

Number of publications about SSA funded by FIC, 
2008–2020, by first author affiliation

 



Select Fogarty funding supplements for training of members of under-
represented groups in LMICs – FY 23

• Quechua-speaking indigenous minorities of 
South America (psychiatric and 
neurodegenerative diseases)

• Rural and Syrian refugee communities in 
Jordan (climate change and health)

• Rural communities in Kenya (HIV, food 
security and poverty alleviation)

• Women from backgrounds of extreme 
poverty (HIV in women in Kenya)

• Pastoral (Turkana) communities in Kenya 
(HIV prevention)

• Religious minorities in India (Mentorship to 
junior faculty from under-represented groups)

• LGBTQ+ trainees from HDIs in South Africa 
(barriers to HIV services and gender-affirming 
care for transgender people)

• Rural and indigenous populations in 
Central America (SDoH and CVD)

• Ethnic minorities in the Peruvian Amazon 
(Environmental Health)

• Female junior faculty in MENA (Trauma and 
injury)

• Muslim women faculty in Thailand (MDR-
TB)

25 applications from 15 countries

https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/Pages/fogarty-bolsters-research-equity-with-supplemental-awards.aspx



A career in global health . . . 



Peace Corps, Fisheries, Zaire (DR Congo) – 1983-86



Johns Hopkins Hospital, Osler Medical Housestaff, Janeway Firm – 1990-93



Am J Public Health 1997;87:1937-43.

CDC Division of STD Prevention – 1994-96

PH Kilmarx, W Brathwaite, M Cicchinelli, et al.  Outbreak of 
Primary and Secondary Syphilis--Baltimore City, Maryland, 1995. 
MMWR 1996;45:166-9.



Ebola – Kikwit, DRC - 1995

Khan J Infect Dis 1999



HIV Prevention Research – Northern Thailand, 1995-2002



Multiple clinical trials of topical microbicides



Botswana CDC Country Director – 2002-05 Botswana President Festus Mogae

Minister of Health Sheila Tlou



Botswana – initiation of PEPFAR



Ebola Outbreak, DR Congo – 2007



Epidemiology Branch, Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention, CDC – 2006-10

Kathleen Irwin, Peter Kilmarx, et al. 



CDC Zimbabwe – 2011-15

Kilmarx PH, Mutasa-Apollo T. Curr Opin HIV AIDS. 2013



CDC Sierra Leone Ebola Response - 2014

“. . . the estimated confirmed Ebola incidence rate 
was approximately 100-fold higher in HCWs than in 
non-HCW adults in Sierra Leone.”

vicentemc
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Building a Career (in Global Health)

• One step at a time
• Importance of mentors
 Do your research

• Seize opportunities
• Make/show impact
• Keep in touch



Connect with Fogarty

Subscribe: go.nih.gov/SubscribeFogarty 
Global health funding news – weekly
Global Health Matters newsletter

 Follow us on 
 X (Twitter): @Fogarty_NIH
 Facebook: @fogarty.nih
 Instagram: @fogarty_nih
 LinkedIn
 YouTube 

https://go.nih.gov/SubscribeFogarty


Summary

 Strong support from NIH for diverse 
international research partnerships 
 Strong support from Fogarty for 

research training and capacity building
 Build your own career in global health, 

one step at a time

Download this presentation:

This matter of expanding research is one, perhaps the one, 
truly global effort in which all nations can and will join as real 
partners – Congressman John E. Fogarty https://go.nih.gov/bZ1zgTs
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